Great books
for 9+ Year Olds

Frankie's World
by Aoife Dooley
Scholastic
How do you fit in AND stand
out when you feel different to
everyone else?

Grimwood
by Nadia Shireen
Simon and Schuster
Two fox cubs think swapping
city life for Grimwood will
mean peace and safety –
wrong!

Happy Here: 10 stories from
black authors & illustrators
Introduced by
Sharna Jackson
Knights Of
10 stories of family, friends,
magic and peril.

Harley Hitch and the Iron
Forest
by Vashti Hardy
Scholastic
In Inventia technology grows
on trees and Harley's life
involves exploding projects,
giant slugs and runaway
robots!

Loki: a bad god's guide to
being good
by Louie Stowell
Walker
Loki the god of mischief is
banished to live on Earth
as a 'normal' schoolboy
– oh dear.

Max Counts to a Million
by Jeremy Williams
Nosy Crow
How Max dealt with a global
pandemic and lockdown.

My Big Mouth
by Steven Camden
Macmillan
One lie leads to another and a
whole lot of trouble for Jay.

Peanut Jones and the
Illustrated City
by Rob Biddulph
Macmillan
Drawing feels like magic to
Peanut; will it help with her
missing dad and a boring
new school?

Rockstar Detectives
by Adam Hills
Puffin [Penguin Random
House]
Charley is a viral singing
sensation, but she and
camera whizz George are also
prime suspects in a robbery.

The Clockwork Queen
by Peter Bunzl
Barrington Stoke
A game of chess is a matter
of life and death!

The Insiders
by Cath Howe
Nosy Crow
Best friends are like family;
secrets and lies can be
dangerous.

The Last Bear
by Hannah Gold
HarperCollins
April knows Dad is wrong;
there is a polar bear left on
Bear Island.
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Our Best Book
Each year Leicester libraries run the
Our Best Book competition for children
in years 5 and 6 in schools across the
city. For 2022-23, the long list of titles
featured in this booklist will be discussed,
debated and voted on by pupils in
participating Leicester schools to
produce a shortlist of five great books.
The top five books will be read and
voted on by year 5 and 6 children
involved and the winner announced as
‘Our Best Book’. For further details
visit leicester.gov.uk/libraries

Whatever It Takes
The Our Best Book competition is
supported by Whatever It Takes, an
initiative to ensure that every child in
Leicester reaches their age related
reading standard by the end of primary
school. For further details visit
whatever-it-takes.org.uk
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Great books for 9+ year olds
Look out for these great books, free
to borrow from your local Leicester
library and Children’s BookBus. All
ages are welcome to join Leicester
libraries. It’s free, with no forms to fill
in and no proof required for children
– just give your name, address and date
of birth. No charges if you accidentally
lose, damage or return books late
(0-15 year olds). Simply visit any
Leicester library or join online at:

