Great books
for 9+ Year Olds

Aidan Abet, Teacher's Pet
by Guy Bass
Barrington Stoke
There's something seriously
odd about new teacher Miss
Vowel and her collection of
animals. It almost seems like
the animals are warning
Aidan of danger... should
Aidan help the animals or
stick to being teacher's pet?

Aubrey and the Terrible Yoot
by Horatio Clare
Firefly Press
The Terrible Yoot is the spirit
of despair and it's got Aubrey's
dad. Everyone says saving
him is impossible, but with
the help of the animals of
Rushing Wood, Aubrey will
never give up and never surrender.

Defenders: Killing Ground
by Tom Palmer
Barrington Stoke
Seth isn't the only one to see
the circles of scorched earth
that appear around town, even
on the football pitch. But he is
the only one who can see the
shadows of the past, and they
can see him too which puts
Seth in real danger!

Beaky Malone: World's
Greatest Liar
by Barry Hutchison
Stripes Publishing
Beaky tells lies – every time
he opens his mouth, out pops
a whopper. But then his sister
shoves him into the truth-telling
machine at Madame Shirley’s
Marvellous Emporium and a
truth-telling Beaky turns out
to be even worse…

Dog Man
by Dav Pilkey
Scholastic
Man’s Best Friend unleashed as
a crusading police officer, half
man-half dog, in a knockabout
cartoon adventure facing down
the evil villain, Petey the cat.

Flesh and Blood
by Chris Priestley
Barrington Stoke
Bill wants a brother not a
sister. Then the family survive
a WW2 bomb raid and take in
a badly injured boy. But the
boy's behaviour grows more
and more sinister until one
day he takes off the bandages
hiding his face.

Hilo: The Boy Who Crashed
to Earth
by Judd Winick
Puffin [Random House]
Hilo doesn't know where he came
from, or what he's doing on
Earth (or why going to school
in only your underwear is a
bad idea!), but he's starting to
think he might not be the only
alien to have crash-landed on
our planet – uh-oh.

King Flashypants and the
Evil Emperor
by Andy Riley
Hodder Children's Books
[Hachette]
Every Friday King Edwin spends
all his money on chocolate for the
peasants. But when the money
runs out evil Emperor Nurbison
tries to take over with a fake
dragon, pointy-collared black
cloak and scary striding music.

Jake Atlas and the Tomb of
the Emerald Snake
by Rob Lloyd Jones
Walker Books
When Jake's parents vanish,
Jake and his sister team up
with shady tomb robbers to
find them in the Egyptian desert.
But there's an evil cult at work
and time is running out!

Knitbone Pepper Ghost Dog:
Best Friends Forever
by Claire Barker
Usborne
Knitbone Pepper is a ghost
dog on a mission – to save his
family's home, Starcross Hall.
But he's going to need the
help of his beloved owner
Winnie and a gang of other
ghostly pets to succeed.

Ninja
by Steve Barlow and
Steve Skidmore
Franklin Watts [Hachette]
YOU are a highly trained ninja.
When your village is attacked
by a warlord called Raiden,
only you can stop him – if you
make the right choices as you
read!

Perijee & Me
by Ross Montgomery
Faber & Faber
Caitlin finds a tiny alien on the
beach and teaches him everything
she knows. But Perijee isn't
human and he won't stop
growing so danger looms very
large indeed when the authorities
try to hunt Perijee down.

SuperDad's Day Off
by Phil Earle
Barrington Stoke
Stanley's dad just happens to
be the greatest superhero on
the planet. But Fridays are his
day off and he always spends
the time with Stan…

Radio Boy
by Christian O'Connell and
Rob Biddulph (illus.)
HarperCollins Children's
Books
When Spike is sacked as a
hospital radio DJ he carries on
in secret and becomes a big hit.
But Spike goes too far mocking
people and a hunt is launched
for the mysterious Radio Boy.

Tales from India
by Bali Rai
Puffin [Random House]
Wicked magicians, wise old
priests, princes and princesses,
greedy tigers and wily jackals
– these magical tales are full
of adventure and trickery as
well as deeper messages
about how to live your life.

The Everything Machine
by Ally Kennen
Scholastic
Olly receives a special delivery
– a 3D printing machine,
stamped with ‘PROPERTY OF
M.O.D and BRITISH SPACE
AGENCY. WARNING DO NOT
TAMPER’. Now Olly can make
anything he wants, even a
replacement dad, kind of…

The Legend of Podkin
One-Ear
by Kieran Larwood and
David Wyatt (illus.)
Faber & Faber
Podkin is a warrior chieftain's
son, but when his home is brutally
attacked by the terrifying Gorm
he flees to survive. Can Podkin
protect his family and defeat
the most horrifying enemy
rabbitkind has ever known?

They didn't teach THIS in
worm school!
by Simone Lia
Walker Books
Worm meets bird and
survives in this crazy comedy
adventure about friendship
and facing your fears.

The Silver Boy
by Kristina Ohlsson
(Marlaine Delargy transl.)
Corgi Yearling [Random House]
A thief and a valuable secret,
all lost in the past. Mysterious
and troubling things are
happening in Aladdin's small
town. Can he and his friends
uncover the mystery of the
ghostly Silver Boy?

Thunderstruck
by Ali Sparkes
OUP
Alisha and Theo would never
have seen the other boy and
girl if they hadn't been struck
by lightning. But then a lot of
things would have been different
– no Strike Club, no sightings
of ghostly ragged children and
no future for the whole town.
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Our Best Book
Each year Leicester libraries run the
Our Best Book competition for children
in years 5 and 6 in schools across the
city. For 2018, the long list of titles
featured in this booklist will be discussed,
debated and voted on by pupils in
participating Leicester schools to
produce a shortlist of five great books.
The top five books will be read and
voted on by year 5 and 6 children
involved and the winner announced as
‘Our Best Book’. For further details
visit leicester.gov.uk/libraries

Whatever It Takes
The Our Best Book competition is
supported by Whatever It Takes, an
initiative to ensure that every child in
Leicester reaches their age related
reading standard by the end of primary
school. For further details visit
whatever-it-takes.org.uk
With thanks
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Great books for 9+ year olds
Look out for these great books, free
to borrow from your local Leicester
library and Children’s BookBus. All
ages are welcome to join Leicester
libraries. It’s free, with no forms to fill
in and no proof required for children
– just give your name, address and date
of birth. No charges if you accidently
lose, damage or return books late
(0-15 year olds). Simply visit any
Leicester library or join online at:

