Great books
for 9+ Year Olds

A Wolf called Wander
by Rosanne Parry
Andersen Press Ltd
[Penguin Random House]
Swift lives with his pack in
the mountains, until one day
his home and family are lost.
Alone and starving, Swift
must choose: stay and try to
make a desperate life or find
a new place to call home.

Accidental Trouble Magnet:
Planet Omar (Book 1)
by Zanib Mian
Hodder Children's Books
[Hachette]
Omar thinks he has enough of
a hard time staying out of trouble
at home. Then his parents
decide to move house AND move
Omar to a new school. Now he
must make new friends and
the class bully thinks he's
the perfect target.

Iguana Boy Saves the World
with a Triple Cheese Pizza
by James Bishop
Hodder Children's Books
[Hachette]
Dylan always wanted a superpower;
his siblings have really cool ones.
But Dylan becomes: Iguana Boy.
He can talk to iguanas... RUBBISH!
So, when a supervillain threatens
London, Dylan is determined
to make Iguana Boy cool.

Ariki and the Giant Shark
by Nicola Davies
Walker Books
Ariki has always felt different
to other children. The sea is
where she plays. When giant
sharks start circling the
island, fishermen are afraid
to go to sea. Can Ariki save
the day?

Inkling
by Kenneth Oppel
Walker Books
Drawing doesn't come easy
to Ethan, despite his artist
father. Then strange and
amazing Inkling appears and
soon everyone wants a piece
of this incredible creature for
their own work.

Killer Custard
by Steve Barlow and Steve
Skidmore
Franklin Watts [Hachette]
The school cook serves up smooth
custard! And if that isn’t weird
enough, the yellow stuff comes
alive and starts to eat everyone.
YOU must stop the revenge of
the killer custard, before it's
dessert time for everyone.

Little Badman and the
Invasion of the Killer Aunties
by Humza Arshad and Henry
White
Puffin [Random House]
Humza knows he's the greatest
young rapper his town has ever
known. But right now, he's worried
– teachers are disappearing, and
aunties are taking over. Watch
out for microwaved pants and
killer bees in this crazy comedy.

Roller Girl
by Victoria Jamieson
Puffin [Random House]
Astrid and Nicole are best friends.
So, when Astrid falls in love with
roller derby she's sure Nicole
will too – until Nicole signs up
for ballet instead. So begins
Astrid's hardest summer as she
finds out what it takes to be a
tough, awesome roller girl.

Not My Fault
by Cath Howe
Nosy Crow
Sisters Maya and Rose won't
talk to each other. Not since
the accident. Now they have
to go on a week-long school
journey together. Will the trip
fix their relationship... or
break it for good?

Run Wild
by Gill Lewis
Barrington Stoke
Izzy and Asha need space of
their own, away from families
and bullies. But the derelict
building site they find already
has an occupant, an injured wolf.
Can they reconnect to the wild
and save the wolf? Or is their
'pack' too weak to fight much
stronger powers?

Shivers: Ghost Stories
by John Townsend
Scribo
Feel chills and thrills as you
read about haunted houses
that burst into flames, ghosts
both frightening and friendly
and a skull that won't stay
buried.

Ten Nasty Little Toads
by Steve Cole
Zephyr
Try this book if you are a nasty
little toad! Or maybe you just
want to read some mindboggling, brain-blowing,
totally twisted toady tales that
will make you laugh, gasp,
groan, gulp and fall out of bed.

The Dragon in the Library
by Louie Stowell
Nosy Crow
Kit would rather be playing
outside and getting muddy,
than stuck inside with a book.
But her two best friends drag
her to the library where she
makes an incredible discovery.
Now it's up to them to save
the library... and the world.

The Bad Guys: Episode 1
and Episode 2
by Aaron Blabey
Scholastic
They sound like Bad Guys, they
look like Bad Guys... they even
smell like Bad Guys. But Mr Wolf,
Mr Piranha, Mr Snake and Mr
Shark are about to become good.
Will they succeed? And will Mr
Snake please stop swallowing
Mr Piranha?

The Midnight Hour
by Benjamin Read and Laura
Trinder
Chicken House
Emily's parents have vanished
into the secret world of the
Midnight Hour – home to magic
and monsters. What family
secret connects her to this place?
And can she save both worlds
before she runs out of sandwiches?

The Peculiar Peggs of
Riddling Woods
by Samuel J. Halpin
Usborne
This is the story of a sleepy
town called Suds where
stories fill the air of children
who turn grey and disappear
without trace. Poppy and
Erasmus are determined to
unravel Sud's peculiar secrets.

The Unlucky Eleven
by Phil Earle
Barrington Stoke
Ridiculous injuries, strange
illnesses, everything's going
wrong for the Saints and
Stanley's team-mates
believe they know why. Their
football kit is cursed! Will
Stanley's curse-cracking
ideas save the team in time?

What Lexie Did
by Emma Shevah
Chicken House
Lexie has a big family and she's
devoted to her fragile cousin
Eleni, who has a heart condition.
But after their grandmother
dies, Lexie tells a terrible,
jealous lie that splits the family
apart. Can she now tell the truth
and bring the family together?

Tin
by Pádraig Kenny
Chicken House
Christopher is 'Proper': a real
boy with a real soul. He works
for a maker of mechanicals,
robots who are Christopher's
best friends. But after a
devastating accident, a secret
is revealed, and Christopher
discovers who he really is.

When we were Warriors
by Emma Carroll
Faber
A body washed up on the
beach… Evacuation to an old
house with forbidden rooms
and dark secrets… An animal
rescue service… Get to know
the characters in these three
interlinked stories set in
WW2.
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Our Best Book
Each year Leicester libraries run the
Our Best Book competition for children
in years 5 and 6 in schools across the
city. For 2019-20, the long list of titles
featured in this booklist will be discussed,
debated and voted on by pupils in
participating Leicester schools to
produce a shortlist of six great books.
The top six books will be read and
voted on by year 5 and 6 children
involved and the winner announced as
‘Our Best Book’. For further details
visit leicester.gov.uk/libraries

Whatever It Takes
The Our Best Book competition is
supported by Whatever It Takes, an
initiative to ensure that every child in
Leicester reaches their age related
reading standard by the end of primary
school. For further details visit
whatever-it-takes.org.uk
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Great books for 9+ year olds
Look out for these great books, free
to borrow from your local Leicester
library and Children’s BookBus. All
ages are welcome to join Leicester
libraries. It’s free, with no forms to fill
in and no proof required for children
– just give your name, address and date
of birth. No charges if you accidently
lose, damage or return books late
(0-15 year olds). Simply visit any
Leicester library or join online at:

